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established in 1888. At 1,146 acres, it is the fourth

largest New York City park and one of only four
city parks that is designated a National Audubon
Society Important Bird Area. The northern half of the
park is composed of mostly mature, deciduous forest.
The Tibbetts Brook wetlands, including Van Cortlandt
Swamp, run south to Van Cortlandt Lake. Vault Hill
Meadow is a small field. All these habitats support their
own unique bird communities. Even the heavily used
Parade Ground on the west side of the park can attract
uncommon grassland birds. Together, these habitats
in Van Cortlandt Park support a rich list of 240 species,
including the distinct “Eurasian” Green-winged Teal
subspecies and nine escapees or releases.

Great 19" and 20" century naturalists and
ornithologists such as Eugene Bicknell, Ludlow Griscom,
Joseph Hickey, Ernst Mayr, Roger Tory Peterson, and
John Kieran have studied birds in Van Cortlandt Park.
Roger Peterson was creating his 1st 1934 guide, now in
its 5th edition. Despite changes in habitat over the years,
most of the 79 species that have been recorded nesting
in the park have remained. Unique species include
n(N)esting Wood Duck and Northern Rough-winged
Swallow, and a winter flock of Rusty Blackbirds. These
may be found in Van Cortlandt Swamp.

We thank all those who contributed to bird sightings
which helped us compile this guide. Please contact
us if you see anything unusual at (718) 430-1890 or
david.kunstler@parks.nyc.gov.
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Key to Symbols

S Spring (March - May)

Su Summer (June - August)

F Fall (September - November)

W Winter (December - February)

A Abundant; seen every day in proper habitat,
in  numbers

Common; seen every day in proper habitat
Uncommon; present, not seen every day
Rare; usually no more than one bird or small
seen per season and not every year
Accidental, far from regular range
Escapee or release

Recorded nesting

Historical, has not nested since 1954 or before
Non-native
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flock
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[ |\Whistling-Duck, Fulvous

Goose, Snow

Brant
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Goose, Cackling

Goose, Canada*

Swan, Mute*

Duck, Wood*
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Duck, Mandarin® E

Gadwall

(gp]

Wigeon, Eurasian

Wigeon, American

Duck, American Black*

Mallard*

Teal, Blue-winged

Shoveler, Northern

Pintail, Northern

Teal, Green-winged

Teal, “Eurasian” Green-wing.
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Canvashack

Duck, Ring-necked
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Scaup, Greater

Scaup, Lesser

Bufflehead

Merganser, Hooded

|Merganser, Common
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Merganser, Red-breasted

Duck, Ruddy
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Chukar® E

Pheasant, Ring-necked®*

Turkey, Wild*
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Guineafowl, Helmeted® E

Bobwhite, Northern H

Loon, Red-throated

Loon, Common
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Grebe, Pied-billed

Grebe, Horned
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Pelican, American White

x|z |=

Cormorant, Double-crested

Bittern, American H

Bittern, Least H

Heron, Great Blue

Egret, Great
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Egret, Snowy

Heron, Little Blue

Egret, Cattle

Heron, Green*
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Night-Heron, Black-crowned*
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Night-Heron, Yellow-crowned
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Ibis, Glossy
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Owl, Long-eared

Stork, Wood

Vulture, Turkey

Owl, Northern Saw-whet
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Nighthawk, Common

Osprey

Eagle, Bald
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Harrier, Northern H

Hawk, Sharp-shinned

Swift, Chimney
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Hummingbird, Ruby-throated

Kingfisher, Belted
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Woodpecker, Red-headed

Hawk, Cooper’s

Woodpecker, Red-bellied*

Goshawk, Northern
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Sapsucker, Yellow-bellied

Hawk, Red-shouldered H

Hawk, Broad-winged

Hawk, Red-tailed*
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Hawk, Rough-legged

Woodpecker, Downy*

Woodpecker, Hairy*

Flicker, Northern*
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Woodpecker, Pileated

Z |IOQIEIE |V E (S|

Kestrel, American

Flycatcher, Olive-sided

Merlin

Wood-Pewee, Eastern®
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Falcon, Peregrine

Rail, King H
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Rail, Virginia*

Sora*

0|3

Flycatcher, Yellow-bellied

Flycatcher, Acadian

Flycatcher, Alder

Flycatcher, Willow*

Moorhen, Common*

Coot, American
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Flycatcher, Least
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Phoebe, Eastern
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Golden-Plover, American

Flycatcher, Great Crested*

Plover, Semipalmated

[ [Killdeer*

cC |

Kingbird, Eastern*
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Yellowlegs, Greater
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Shrike, Loggerhead
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ellowlegs, Lesser

Shrike, Northern

Sandpiper, Solitary

Vireo, White-eyed

Sandpiper, Spotted
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Sandpiper, Upland

Sandpiper, Semipalmated

Sandpiper, Least
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Vireo, Yellow-throated

Vireo, Blue-headed

Vireo, Warbling*

Vireo, Philadelphia

Vireo, Red-eyed*

Sandpiper, Pectoral
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Jay, Blue*

Snipe, Common

Crow, American*

Woodcock, American
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Gull, Laughing
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Gull, Ring-billed

Crow, Fish*
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Lark, Horned*
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Gull, Herring

Martin, Purple

l

Gull, Great Black-backed

Swallow, Tree*
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Pigeon, Rock®*
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Swallow, Northern Rough-winged*
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Collared-Dove, Eurasian® E

Swallow, Bank

Dove, Mourning*
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Swallow, Cliff

Budgerigar® E

Swallow, Barn*
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Parakeet, Monk®

Cuckoo, Black-billed*

Chickadee, Black-capped*
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Chickadee, Boreal

|

Titmouse, Tufted*

olXlo

" Cuckoo, Yellow-billed*
Screech-Owl, Eastern®

Nuthatch, Red-breasted
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[ llowl, Great Horned*
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Nuthatch, White-breasted*

Owl, Barred H
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[_liCreeper, Brown*
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Wren, Carolina*
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Wren, House*
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Wren, Winter

Wren, Marsh H

Kinglet, Golden-crowned

Kinglet, Ruby-crowned

Gnatcatcher, Blue-gray

Bluebird, Eastern H
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Veery*

Thrush, Gray-cheeked

Thrush, Swainson’s

hrush, Hermit
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Thrush, Wood*

Robin, American*

Cathird, Gray*

Mockingbird, Northern*

Thrasher, Brown*

Starling, European®*
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Pipit, American

Waxwing, Cedar*

Warbler, Blue-winged
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Warbler, Golden-winged

Warbler, Tennessee
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arbler, Orange-crowned

Warbler, Mourning

Yellowthroat, Common*
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Warbler, Hooded
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Warbler, Wilson’s

Warbler, Canada
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Chat, Yellow-breasted
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Tanager, Summer

Tanager, Scarlet*

Towhee, Eastern*
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Sparrow, American Tree

Sparrow, Chipping*
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Sparrow, Clay-colored
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Sparrow, Field

Sparrow, Vesper

Sparrow, Savannah
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Sparrow, Grasshopper

Sparrow, Henslow's

Sparrow, Nelson's Sharp-taild.

Spar., Saltmarsh Sharp-tailed
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Sparrow, Seaside

Sparrow, Fox

Sparrow, Song*

Sparrow, Lincoln’s

arbler, Nashville
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Parula, Northern

Warbler, Yellow*

Warbler, Chestnut-sided

Sparrow, Swamp*

Sparrow, White-throated
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Sparrow, White-crowned

Junco, Dark-eyed
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arbler, Magnolia
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Warbler, Cape May

Warbler, Black-throated Blue

Longspur, Lapland

Bunting, Snow

Cardinal, Northern*

Warbler, Yellow-rumped

Warbler, Black-throated Green

Grosbeak, Rose-breasted*
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Grosheak, Blue

Warbler, Blackburnian
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Bunting, Indigo*
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Warbler, Yellow-throated

Dickcissel

Warbler, Pine
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Warbler, Prairie

Warbler, Palm

Warbler, Bay-breasted

Bobolink

Blackbird, Red-winged*

Meadowlark, Eastern
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Blackbird, Yellow-headed
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Warbler, Blackpoll

Blackbird, Rusty
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Warbler, Black-and-white

Blackbird, Brewer's

Redstart, American
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Warbler, Prothonotary

Grackle, Common*
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Grackle, Boat-tailed

Warbler, Worm-eating

Ovenbird

Waterthrush, Northern
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Waterthrush, Louisiana*
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Cowbird, Brown-headed*
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Oriole, Orchard*

Oriole, Baltimore*
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Finch, Purple

Warbler, Kentucky
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Finch, House®*
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|_||Warbler, Connecticut
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Redpoll, Common
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Redpoll, Hoary
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